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1882. committed in the House of Commons.1 Some of
construe- ^Q Members named were perfectly innocent, and
obstruction. some were actually in bed> Dr> pkyfair, though

an able man of science, and a genial man of the
world, lacked official dignity, and seemed fitter for
a lecture-room than for the table of the House,
The idea that he could convict on his own im-
pression a dozen or twenty men of conspiracy to
obstruct business by speaking too often or too long
was clearly preposterous, and showed that the
House, for want of reform in procedure, had
drifted into mere anarchy. After these in-
discriminate suspensions the Parnellites withdrew
under protest from the House, and the Crimes
juiy 4. Bill passed without much further delay. Indeed
Mr. Gladstone, was so much embarrassed and
jiiiyr. annoyed by the zeal of the majority in forcing
upon the Irish Executive a power of searching
for arms at night, which Lord Spencer and Mr.
Trevelyan were willing to do without, that he ob-
scurely hinted at resignation. Inasmuch, however,
as no Government can be compelled to exercise
authority which it does not consider requisite or
prudent, he thought better of this half-formed de-
sign, and proceeded with the Arrears Bill, to which
a series of emigration clauses were tacked. Here
he came once more into conflict with the House of
July 12. Lords, who had suspended their Standing Orders
with alacrity to get the Crimes Bill through all its
The Lords stages at once. Very different was the spirit in
Anew which they dealt with the Arrears Bill. After
BlIL reading it a second time without a division they
entirely destroyed it in Committee by insisting
upon the consent of the landlord. The whole
object of the Bill was to remove a main cause
of disturbance in Ireland by taking burdens from

1 For Playfair's own defence of himself see Reid's lAfe of Playfair,
pp. 293-295.